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In Russia the Bolshevist dictatorship stood for almost two whole years helpless 
before Its economic problems and tried to hide its incapacity behind a flood of 
decrees and ordinances, of which ninety-nine percent were buried at once in the var- 
ious bureaus. If the world could be set free by decrees, there would long ago have 
been no problems left in Russia, In its fanatical zeal for government, Bolshevism has 
violently destroyed just the most valuable beginnings of a Socialist social order, by 
suppressing the co-operatives, bringing the trade unions under state control, and 
depriving the Soviets of their independence almost from the beginning. Kropotkin 
said with justice in his "Message to the Workers of the Wesi Luropean Countries": 

"Russia has shown us Me way in which Socialism cannot be realised, although the 
populace, nauseated with the old regime, opposed no active resistance to the exper- 
iments of the new government. I he idea of the workers' councils for the control of 
the political and economic life is. in itself, of extraordinary inportancc. But so long 
as the country is dominated by the dictatorship of a party, the workers' and peasants' 
councils naturally lose their significance. J hey ate thereby degraded to the same 
passive role which the representatives of the estates used to play in the time of the 
absolute monarchies, A workers' council ceases to be a free and valuable adviser 
when no free press exists in the country, as has been the case with us for over two 
years. Worse still: the workers' and peasants ' councils lose all their meaning when 
no public propaganda takes place before their election, and the elections themselves 
are conducted under the pressute ofpaiiy dictatoiship. Such a government by coun- 
cils (soviet government) amounts to a definite step backward as soon as the 
Revolution advances to the erection of new society on a new economic basis: it 
becomes just a dead principle on a dead foundation. " 

the course of events has proved Kropotkin right on every point. Russia is today 
farther from Socialism than any other country. Dictatorship does not lead to the eco- 
nomic and social liberation of the toiling masses, but to the suppression of oven the 
most trivial freedom and the development of an unlimited despotism which respects 
no rights and treads underfoot every feeling of human dignity. What the Russian 
worker has gained economically under this regime is a most ruinous form of human 
exploration, bono wed from the most extreme stage of capitalism, in the shape of the 
Stakhanov system, which raises his productive capacity to its highest limit and 
degrades him to galley slave, who is denied all control of his personal labour, and 
who must submit to every order of his superiors if he does not wish to expose him- 
self to penalties life and liberty, But compulsory labour is the last road that can lead 
to Socialism. It estranges the man from the community, destroys his joy in his daily 
work, and stifles that sense of personal responsibility to his fellows without which 
there can be no talk of Socialism at all. 

We shall not even speak of Germany here. One could not reasonably expect of 
a party like the Social Democrats, whose central organ Vorwarts, just on the evening 
before the Movcmber Revolution of 1918 warned the workers against precipitancy, 
"as the German people are not ready for a republic" that it would experiment with 
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Socialism. Power, we might say, fell into its lap overnight, and it actually did not 
know what to do with it. Its absolute impotence contributed not a little to enabling 
Germany to bask today in the sun of the Third Reich. 

The Anarcho-syndicalist labour unions of Spain, and especially of Catalonia, 
where their influence is strongest, have shown us an example in this respect which 
is unique in the history of Socialist labour movement. In this they have only con- 
firmed what the Revolutionary Unionists have always insisted on: that the approach 
to Socialism is possible only when the workers have created the necessary organ- 
ism for it, and when above all they have previously prepared for it by a genuinely 
Socialistic education and direct action. But this was the case in Spain, where since 
the days of the International the weight of the labour movement had lain, not in polit- 
ical parties, but in the revolutionary trade unions. 

When, on July 19, 1936, the conspiracy of the Fascist generals ripened into open 
revolt and was put down in a few days by the heroic resistance of the C.N.T. (National 
Federation of Labour) and the F.A.I. (Anarchist Federation of Iberia), ridding 
Catalonia of the enemy and frustrating the plan of the conspirators, based as it was 
on sudden surprise, it was clear that the Catalonian workers would not stop halfway 
So there followed the col lectivi sing of the land and the taking over of the plants by 
the workers' and peasants' syndicates; and this movement, which was released by 
the initiative of the C.N.T, and the FAX, with irresistible power overran Aragon, the 
Levante and other sections of the country, and even swept along with it a large pan 
of the trade unions of the Socialist Party, organised in the U.G.T. (General Labour 
Union). The revolt of the Fascists had set Spain on the road to a social revolution. 

This same event reveals that the Ana rcho-Syndica list workers of Spain not only 
know how to fight, but that they are filled with that great constructive spirit derived 
from their many years of Socialist education. It Is the great merit of Libertarian 
Socialism in Spain, which now finds expression in the C.N.T. and F.A.I., that since 
the days of the First International it has trained the workers in that spirit which treas- 
ures freedom above all else and regards the intellectual independence of its adher- 
ents as the basis of its existence. The libertarian labour movement in Spain has 
never lost itself in the labyrinth of an economic metaphysics which crippled its intel- 
lectual buoyancy by fatalistic conceptions, as was the case in Germany; nor has it 
unprofitably wasted its energy in the banen routine tasks of bourgeois parliaments. 
Socialism was for it a concern of the people, an organic growth proceeding from the 
activity of the masses themselves and having its basis in their economic organisa- 
tions. 

Therefore the C.N.T. is not simply an alliance of industrial workers like the trade 
unions in every other country, It embraces within its ranks also the syndicates of the 
peasant and field-workers as well as those of the brainworkers and the intellectuals. 
If the Spanish peasants are now fighting shoulder to shoulder with city workers 
against Fascism, it is the result of the great work of Socialist education which has 
been performed by the C.N.T. and its forerunners. Socialists of all schools, genuine 
liberals and bourgeois anti-fascists who have had an opportunity to observe on the 
spot have thus far passed only one judgement on the creative capacity of the C.N.T. 



